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S-l-C-R-E-T 


In contemplating such a course, Moscow would 
have to reckon, with the damage that could be done to its 
relations not only with the UAR, but with such others as 
Syria, Iraq, Algeria, and the fedayeen movement which it has 
made some effort to cultivate. Thus, even if Moscow is 
seriously interested in going down the path of diplomatic 
negotiation, its movement can be expected to be hesitant 
and guarded, 

1 % We think, nonetheless, that Moscow may regard this 
as the preferred path. It may believe that it has wrung all 
the benefits it safely can for the present from its military 
commitment. While it might be tempted to press ahead on the 
military line in the belief that the US will be unable to 
find an effective response and that It can deal the US a 
quick and decisive strategic reverse, it must consider the 
real possibility that such a venture would get out of control 
and bring on an international crisis which might, at & mini- 
mum, cause disruptions in Soviet domestic policies and on- 
going diplomacy in other spheres. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR; DCl 


Some time ago you asked for a memorandum fron 
us on the Soviets in the Middle East. While it was being 
written the cease-fire occurred, and we therefore did 
some redrafting. The resulting paper is attached, 

ABBOT SMITH 
Director 

National Estimates 

Attachment: 

Memo to Director, dtd 14 Aug 70 
"Soviet Aims in the Middle 
East- -Plan or Improvisation" _ 


FORM NO. |^| REPLACES FORM 10-101 
1 AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED. 


14 August 1970 
(DATE) 
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